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The 1st International Conference on Special Education 
2015 (ICSE 2015) was held from 28th to 31st July 2015. The 
conference provides a unique opportunity for government, 
academic institutions and non-profit organizations in the area 
of Special Education to discuss and exchange ideas with 
each other. Participants include special educators, teachers, 
researchers, post graduate students, policy makers and 
stakeholders from SEAMEO member countries and associate 
member countries. The conference sessions are in the forms 
of lectures, presentations and exhibitions focusing on special 
needs education. Highlights includes well-known keynote 
speakers, plenary sessions and roundtable discussions on 
Special Education issues in  this region. This first conference 
features the theme of Innovation to Enhance Learning and 
Practices. This includes new methods in teaching and learning, 
development of assistive devices, ICT applied teaching 
gadget and use of cyber learning.

Date Activity

15 April 2015 - Abstract submissions deadline

30 April 2015
- Abstract acceptance 

  notification

31 May 2015

- Full paper submissions 

  deadline

- Registration deadline for 

  presenters

31 May 2015
- Registration deadline for 

  participants

28 - 31 July 2015 - Conference dates

Day Time Activity

27/7/2015 18:00 - 20:00 Welcome Dinner

28/7/2015 08:00 – 09:00 Registration

09:00 – 09:10

Welcome Remarks, by Dr. Kamol Rodklai, Secretary-General, Office of the 

Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education Thailand and Dr.Yasmin 

Hussain, Director of SEAMEO SEN

BACKGROUND

SCHEDULE
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Day Time Activity

09:10 – 10:00

Keynote Speech: Innovation as a tool : Unlocked Education, Accessibility and 

Employment Opportunities to Persons with Disability, by Dr.Monthian Buntan, 

Member of the Legislative Assembly; Expert Member of the UN Committee on 

the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

10:00 – 10:30 Tea Break with Poster Session

10:30 – 12:00

Plenary Session 1: The Role of Innovation to Enhance Learning 

                            Initiatives and Practices

• Dr. Derrick L. Cogburn, Director of Institute on Disability and 

   Public Policy

• Lord Colin Low, president of  International Council for 

   Education of People with Visual Impairment

• Dr.Ming-Tak Hue,  Head of Department of Special Education 

   and Counselling, The Hong Kong Institution of Education

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch

13:00 – 14:30 Concurrent Session I

14:30 – 15:00 Tea Break with Poster Session

15:00 – 17:00
Round table: 

Issues and Challenges in Special Education: Way Forward

15:00 – 17:00 Concurrent Session II

18:00 – 20:00 International Banquet

29/7/2015 08:30 – 10:00

Plenary Session 2: Rethinking Schooling, Teaching and 

                            Learning Through Innovation

Moderator: Dr.Witaya Jeradechakul

• Dr. Benja  Chonlathanon, Expert Member of the National 

   Committee for the Education of Persons with Disability, MOE, 

   Thailand

• Mr. Wan Mohd Noor B Wan Endut, Deputy Director of Special 

   Education Programme, Special Education Division, Ministry 

   of Education Malaysia

• Dr. Sharifah Mariam, Ministry of Education Singapore

• Dr. Praptono, Deputy Director of Learning, Directorate 

   of Special Education, Ministry of Education and Culture, 

   Indonesia. 

10:00 – 10:30 Tea Break with Poster Session

10:30 – 11:30 Concurrent Session III
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Day Time Activity

11:30 – 12:30 Lunch

13:00 – 14:00 Opening Ceremony

13:05 – 13:15 No Limits / Dance Performance by Students with Special Needs

13:20 – 13:25
Welcoming Remarks, by Dr.Gatot  Hari Priowirjanto, Director of SEAMEO 

Secretariat

13:25 – 13:30
Welcoming Remarks, by Admiral Narong Pipatanasai, Minister of Education, 

Thailand

13:30 -  13:35
Opening Speech, by H.E. Prof. Yongyuth Yuthavong, Deputy Prime Minister, 

Thailand

13:35 – 14:00 Photo Session and  Press Conference

14:00 – 14:45

Keynote session: 

Innovations that Lead from Inclusive Education to an Inclusive Society, by 

Dr.Sheryl Burgstahler, University of Washington

14:45 – 15:15 Tea Break with Poster Session

15:15 – 16:00

Keynote session: 

The Right of Children with Disabilities to Education: A Rights-Based Approach 

to Inclusive Education, by Mr.Philippe Testot-Ferry, the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

18:00 – 21:00 Dinner Cruise

30/7/2015 08:30 – 09:15

Keynote session: 

Celebrating SEN Teachers and the Children They Teach, by Dr.Michael 

Churton, University Of South Florida
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Day Time Activity

09:30 – 12:00

Workshop Session I

• Science Education of the Blind Students, by Dr.Yoshiko 

   Toriyama, Japan

• O-G: Long Established as a Multisensory, Structured 

   Language Approach for Teaching Dyslexic and Language 

   Disabled Students, by Sheila Costello, President, Board 

   of Trustees Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and 

   Educators

• Adaptation and Replication of DO-IT Practices, by Sheryl 

   Burgstahler, Ph.D., University of Washington

• Curative Education for Children with Special Needs : How to 

   Work with Family and Children with Special Needs from New 

   Born to 6 Years, by Dr. Jitprapa Sri-On

• Qalami as Assistive Device for Writing by Dr Hanafi 

   Yasin,National University of Malaysia

• Inspired by Inherent Sense of People with Special Needs by  

   Eiji Jo, the representative of NPO SAORI-HIROBA

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch

13:00 – 16:00

Workshop Session II

• Communication for Inclusive Education: Effective 

   Approaches to Engage and Mobilize Communities and 

   Educators to Reduce Stigmatization and Increase Inclusion 

   of Children with Disabilities in Education, by Tomas Jensen, 

   UNICEF

• AT in Classroom, by NECTEC

• Innovations in Deafblind and Multiple Disabilities Education, 

   by Perkins International, Perkins School for the Blind.

• Bilingual Waldorf-inspired Education for Deaf Children : How 

   to Teach Math for Deaf Children, by Dr.Jitprapa Sri-on

• PECS for  Children with Autism, by Dr Hanani Rasit Permata 

   Kurnia Malaysia

• RTI: Reading Intervention for Elementary Schools (Thai 

   language), by  Dr. Kullaya Kosuwan, Songkhla Rajabhat 

   University, Dr. Yuwadee Viriyangkur, Chiang Mai University 

   and the team

16:15 – 17:00 Wrap-up Session and closing Remarks

16:15 – 16:45 Conference summary report, by SEAMEO SEN

16:45 – 17:00
Closing remarks, by Dr.Suthep Chitayawong, Deputy Secretary-General, 

Office of the Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education Thailand
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Day Time Activity

18:00 – 20:00 Dinner

31/7/2015 07:30 – 20:00 Educational Tour

The conference takes place in the Centra 
Government Complex Hotel & Convention Centre , Chaeng 
Watthana which is located near the Don Muang International 
Airport, IMPACT arena, and other important government agencies.

Address:
120 Mu 3 Convention Centre Building, Chaeng Watthana, 
Bangkok 10210, Thailand 
Tel: +66 (0) 2143 1234 
Fax: +66 (0) 2143 1235

VENUE & MASCOTS
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Report for International Conference on Special Education 
2015 (ICSE 2015)

Theme: 
Innovation to Enhance Learning Initiatives and Practices

Objectives of the conference:
- Explore new innovation from a range of areas in special 
  education
- Showcase cutting-edge research and innovative 
  development in special education
- Bring together seminar participants from different 
  disciplines in special education
- Use the seminar to develop links between academics 
  and stake holder in special education

Sub-themes:
- Learning and Teaching Innovation for Students with Special 
  Educational Needs
- Innovation in Early Intervention
- Innovation in Inclusive Education
- Innovation in Deafblind and Multiple Disabilities Education
- Transition from School to Employment
- TVET: Teaching Vocational Education Training for SEN
- Networking in Special Education
- Policy on Disabilities
- Gifted and Talented

This auspicious conference was conceptualized at 2nd 

Governing Board Meeting at Langkawi, Malaysia. Dr. Payom 
Chinnawong the Governing Board Member from Thailand 
took up this idea and had further discussion with Dr. Kamol 
Rodklai the Secretary General of Office of the Basic Educa-
tion Commission, Ministry of Education, Thailand. Dr. Kamol 
then brought this idea to discuss at the Ministry level and 
it was accepted to collaborate and jointly organize with 
SEAMEO SEN as this is the first International Conference 
on Special Education organized by Ministry of Education, 
Thailand. There were subsequent formal and informal 
meetings held at Thailand and Malaysia beside the online 
discussion via Skype, WebEx and WhatsApp application 
prior to the conference date on 28th – 30th July 2015.

Initially, there were 133 abstracts received but only 97 full 
papers had been accepted by the review committee for 
oral presentation and 12 poster presentation to control 
the quality of the papers presented. This conference was 
delighted to have prominent special education educators 
as keynote speakers and speakers for two plenary sessions. 
On the 3rd day of the conference, 12 workshops were 
conducted; 6 workshops in the morning and the other 6 

workshops in the afternoon.

The conference was started with the Welcome Remarks 
by Dr. Kamol Rodklai, the Secretary-General, Office of 
the Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education 
Thailand and followed by Welcome Remarks from Dr. 
Yasmin Hussain, Director of SEAMEO SEN. 

A total of 1715 presenters and participants from over 30 
countries were participated at the conference which was 
officiated by H.E. Prof. Dr. Yongyuth Yuthavong, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Thailand. 

The breakdown of presenters and participants are as follow:

No. Country Total

1 Australia 2

2 Azerbaijan 1

3 Bahrain 1

4 Bangladesh 2

5 Bhutan 1

6 Botswana 1

7 Brunei Darussalam 1

8 Cambodia 4

9 China 6

10 European Union 1

11 England 1

12 Ghana 1

13 Hong Kong 9

14 India 7

15 Indonesia 48

16 Iran 1

17 Japan 18

ICSE 2015 REPORT
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No. Country Total

18 Korea 2

19 Malaysia 267

20 Myanmar 4

21 Nepal 1

22 Nigeria 1

23 Pakistan 4

24 Philippines 168

25 Seychelles 1

26 Singapore 3

27 South Africa 1

28 Sri Lanka 1

29 Timor Leste 1

30 Uganda 1

31 United Kingdom 1

32 United States of America 6

33 Vietnam 6

34 Thailand 1123

35 Others 16

Total 1715

A roundtable discussion was held conjunction with 
the conference. It was attended by representatives 
of SEAMEO countries: Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste 
and Vietnam including observers and resource persons 
from Institute of Disability and Public Policy (IDPP), Hong 
Kong Institute of Education, Consortium of Asia Pacific 
Education Universities (CAPEU), Perkins School for the Blind, 
UNICEF, University of Surabaya, University of Bandung, 
University of Florida and Sultan Idris Education University. 

Three main issues were discussed at the roundtable meeting, 
the first issue was pertaining to issues and challenges faced 
by SEAMEO member countries in the implementation of 
educational provision for children with special needs; 
second issue was focused on the strategic and workable 
plans that have been carried out to overcome the identified 
challenges in fulfilling educational agenda and providing 
quality educational provision in special education; and 
the third issue was regarding how can smart partner-
ship and networking be integrated in the educational 
agenda and provision for students with special needs.

A resolution was derived from the conference and 
roundtable discussion. The four key conclusions are 
1) Inclusive education as a desired aspirational goal; 
2) The urgency for obtaining child data on SEN; 
3) Prioritizing the efforts to increase teachers’ capacity; and 
4) Critical role of partnership and professional collaboration. 

The climax of the conference was the cruise dinner hosted 
by Ministry of Education, Thailand. The secretariat received 
many positive responses from international presenters and 
participants for the free cruise dinner, free registration for the 
conference, free accommodation for certain international 
presenters and participants and free educational visit.

This International Conference on Special Education 
was the first of its kind for the Southeast Asian Region, 
the Ministry of Education Thailand had set a very high 
benchmark for the 1st International Conference on Special 
Education 2015 at Centra Government Complex and 
Convention Centre Chaeng Watthana, Bangkok, Thailand.
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Welcome Remarks, by Dr. Kamol Rodklai, Secretary-General, 
Office of the Basic Education Commission, Ministry of 
Education Thailand and Dr.Yasmin Hussain, Director of 
SEAMEO SEN

WELCOME REMARKS

HIGHLIGHTS
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KEYNOTE SPEECH

Keynote Speech:

Innovation as a tool : Unlocked Education, Acces-
sibility and Employment Opportunities to Persons 
with Disability, by Dr.Monthian Buntan, Member of 
the Legislative Assembly; Expert Member of the UN 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

PLENARY SESSIONS

Plenary Session 1: 
The Role of Innovation to Enhance Learning Initiatives and Practices
• Dr. Derrick L. Cogburn, Director of Institute on Disability 
   and Public Policy
• Lord Colin Low, president of  International Council for 
   Education of People with Visual Impairment
• Dr.Ming-Tak Hue,  Head of Department of Special 
   Education and Counselling, The Hong Kong Institution 
   of Education
• Micheal

Plenary Session 2: 
Rethinking Schooling, Teaching and Learning Through 
Innovation
Moderator: Dr.Witaya Jeradechakul
• Dr. Benja  Chonlathanon, Expert Member of the 
   National Committee for the Education of Persons with 
   Disability, MOE, Thailand
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• Mr. Wan Mohd Noor B Wan Endut, Deputy Director 
   of Special Education Programme, Special Education 
   Division, Ministry of Education Malaysia
• Dr. Sharifah Mariam, Ministry of Education Singapore
• Dr. Praptono, Deputy Director of Learning, Directorate 
   of Special Education, Ministry of Education and 
   Culture, Indonesia. 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS
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No. of accepted presenters: 97 oral presenters and 12 
poster presenters
No. of concurrent presentation rooms: 9 rooms

Themes:
Room 1 - Learning and Teaching Innovation for Students 

               with Special Educational Needs
Room 2 - Learning and Teaching Innovation for Students 
               with Special Educational Needs
Room 3 - Innovation in Early Intervention
Room 4 - Innovation in Inclusive Education
Room 5 - Transition from School to Employment
Room 6 - TVET: Teaching Vocational Education Training 
                        for SEN
Room 7 - Gifted and Talented
Room 8 - Policy on Disabilities
Room 9 – Special Education in Thai

ROUNTABLE

Issues and Challenges in Special Education: Way 
Forward
Moderator: Dr. Jesus C. Fernandez
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INTERNATIONAL BANQUET
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OPENING CEREMONY

Performances by SEN students
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Welcome Remarks & Opening Address

Official  Launching of ICSE 2015

EXHIBITIONS
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LIST OF EXHIBITORS

1
OFFICE OF THE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

COMMISSION

2
OFFICE OF THE PRIVATE EDUCATION 

DIVISION

3
OFFICE OF THE NON-FORMAL AND 

INFORMAL EDUCATION

4
NATIONAL ELECTRONICS AND COMPUTER 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER (NECTEC)

5

THE CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 

IN THAILAND UNDER THE ROYAL PATRONAGE 

OF H.M. THE KING

6
RATCHASUDA COLLAGE MAHIDOL 

UNIVERSITY

7
UNESCO BANGKOK ASIA AND PACIFIC 

REGION BUREAU OF EDUCATION
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LIST OF EXHIBITORS

8 SAORI HIROBA JAPAN

9
BANNAPHANG (WIBOONRATSAMAKKHEE) 

SCHOOL

10
SIRINDHORN NATIONAL MEDICAL 

REHABILITATION CENTRE (SNMRC)

11
THAI TELECOMMUNICATION RELAY SERVICE 

(TTRS)

12 ATDO AND TAB

13 AUTISTIC THAI FAUNDATION

14 LAMPHOON SPECIAL EDUCATION CENTER

15
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY AND TRUE 

CORPORATION

16
SOUTHEAST ASIAN MINISTERS OF EDUCATION 

ORGANIZATION (SEAMEO)

17
SEAMEO REGIONAL CENTRE FOR SPECIAL 

EDUCATION (SEAMEO SEN)

18
NGUYEN DINH CHIEU SCHOOL FOR THE 

BLIND CHILDREN, HANOI

19
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR EDUCATION 

OF PEOPLE WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENT (ICEVI)

20 PERMATA KURNIA, MALAYSIA

21 VISION ALLIANCES

WORKSHOPS
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SAORI, Japan

Adaptation and Replication of DO-IT Practices (Dr. Sheryl 
Burgstahler)
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Bilingual Waldorf-Inspired Education for Deaf Children: 
How to Teach Math for Deaf Children

(Dr. Jitprapa Sri-oon)

CLOSING CEREMONY
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ICSE 2015 Conference Resolution by Dr. Sharifah 
Mariam Aljuneid from MOE Singapore

EDUCATIONAL TOUR
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The International Conference on Special Education 2015 
is a joint effort between SEAMEO SEN and the Ministry of 
Education Thailand. The theme Innovation to Enhance 
Learning Initiatives and Practices in Special Education 
is aptly chosen to reflect the needs to emphasize on 
creativity and innovative efforts in the educational practice 
of Special Education. With more than 1700 participants 
from the Southeast Asian region and International, the 
ICSE 2015 was a success. 

Plenary sessions and a roundtable sessions were held and 
the contentions of the session garnered informative and 
constructive thinking to address the need of enhancing 
educators’ capacity through quality training, networking 
and establishing a platform  for discussion on the way 
forward for Special education in this region. The outcomes 
of the roundtable discussion would be the basis of Bangkok 
Declaration 2015,  a resolution that  directly focus on 
strengthening efforts and commitment compounding 
on the networking and inter-organizations collaboration 
to enhance the capacity of teachers and educators in  
Special Education. Inclusive education will be stressed 
together with systematic, reliable data collection on SEN 
children will also be the main focus. Collaboration and 
smart partnerships will also be emphasized. 

This collaborative effort by the Ministry of education Thailand 
is a commendable effort. It is hoped that other countries 

in this region would also take up the challenge and the 
opportunity to host a conference such as ICSE 2015. 
SEAMEO SEN wishes to express its gratitude to the Ministry 
of Education Thailand for this concerted effort together 
with other partners who have successfully supported this 
cause. The ICSE 2017 will be the next target after ICSE 
2015 and SEAMEO SEN welcomes smart partnerships 
and sponsorship for this upcoming conference and more 
contribution from interested partners.

“This collaborative effort by 
the Ministry of education 

Thailand is a commendable 
effort. It is hoped that other 

countries in this region would 
also take up the challenge 

and the opportunity to host a 
conference such as ICSE 2015”

The International Conference on Special Education 2015 
is a joint effort between SEAMEO SEN and the Ministry of 
Education Thailand. The theme Innovation to Enhance 
Learning Initiatives and Practices in Special Education 
is aptly chosen to reflect the needs to emphasize on 
creativity and innovative efforts in the educational practice 
of Special Education. With more than 1700 participants 
from the Southeast Asian region and International, the 
ICSE 2015 was a success. 

Plenary sessions and a roundtable sessions were held and 
the contentions of the session garnered informative and 
constructive thinking to address the need of enhancing 
educators’ capacity through quality training, networking 
and establishing a platform  for discussion on the way 
forward for Special education in this region. The outcomes 
of the roundtable discussion would be the basis of Bangkok 
Declaration 2015,  a resolution that  directly focus on 
strengthening efforts and commitment compounding 
on the networking and inter-organizations collaboration 
to enhance the capacity of teachers and educators in  
Special Education. Inclusive education will be stressed 
together with systematic, reliable data collection on SEN 
children will also be the main focus. Collaboration and 
smart partnerships will also be emphasized. 

This collaborative effort by the Ministry of education Thailand 
is a commendable effort. It is hoped that other countries 

in this region would also take up the challenge and the 
opportunity to host a conference such as ICSE 2015. 
SEAMEO SEN wishes to express its gratitude to the Ministry 
of Education Thailand for this concerted effort together 
with other partners who have successfully supported this 
cause. The ICSE 2017 will be the next target after ICSE 
2015 and SEAMEO SEN welcomes smart partnerships 
and sponsorship for this upcoming conference and more 
contribution from interested partners.
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